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Nomination of Christian R. Holmes IV To Be an Assistant
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
April 8, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Christian R. Holmes IV,
of California, to be Assistant Administrator
for Administration and Resource Manage-
ment at the Environmental Protection
Agency, succeeding Charlie L. Grizzle; and
Chief Financial Officer for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, a new position.

Currently Mr. Holmes serves as Acting
Assistant Administrator in the Office of Ad-
ministration and Resource Management at
the Environmental Protection Agency in
Washington, DC. Prior to this, Mr. Holmes

served as Deputy Assistant Administrator
for Federal Facilities Enforcement, 1990–
91. From 1989 to 1990, Mr. Holmes served
as Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
in the Office of Solid Waste and Emergency
Response at the Environmental Protection
Agency in Washington, DC.

Mr. Holmes graduated from Wesleyan
University (B.A., 1968). He was born Feb-
ruary 1, 1946, in Syracuse, NY. Mr. Holmes
served in the U.S. Army Reserve, 1968–74.
He is married, has two children, and resides
in Washington, DC.

Remarks to the American Society of Newspaper Editors
April 9, 1992

The President. Thank you, Dave. And may
I start by thanking the members of the
board and say to all the members of ASNE
I’m grateful for this return engagement,
glad to participate in an annual event that
Washington looks forward to, this annual
conference.

Even in the age of VCR’s and CNN, peo-
ple who want to understand the times we
live in still, as Dave indicated in that sweet
and short introduction, turn to the printed
word.

And today I want to share some serious
observations with you on events around the
world. Look around the world today. Think
of the page-one stories of the past few years
and our victory in the cold war, the collapse
of imperial communism, the liberation of
Kuwait. Think of the great revolutions of
’89 that brought down the Berlin Wall and
broke the chains of communism and
brought a new world of freedom to Eastern
Europe. And think of the role this Nation
played in every one of these great triumphs,
the sacrifices we made, the sense of mission
that carried us through.

Each day brings new changes, new reali-
ties, new hopes, new horizons. In the past

6 months alone we’ve recognized 18, in 6
months, 18 brandnew nations. The bulk of
those nations, of course, are born of one
momentous event, the collapse of Soviet
communism.

And today I want to talk to you all about
the most important foreign policy oppor-
tunity of our time, an opportunity that will
affect the security and the future of every
American, young and old, throughout this
entire decade. The democratic revolutions
underway in Russia, in Armenia, Ukraine,
and the other new nations of the old Soviet
empire represent the best hope for real
peace in my lifetime.

Shortly after taking office, I outlined a
new American strategy in response to the
changes underway in the Soviet Union and
East and Central Europe. It was to move
beyond containment, to encourage reform,
to always support freedom for the captive
nations of the East. And now, after dramatic
revolutions in Poland and Hungary and
Czechoslovakia, revolutions that spread then
to Romania and Bulgaria and even Albania;
after the unification of Germany in NATO;
after the demise of the one power, the
U.S.S.R., that threatened our way of life,
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